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This is the last issue of the QL Report. We 
started this publication in February 19885, offer- 
ing it for free to get people interested in the QL. 
The QL had not even been released in the 
States yet but we were so impressed with the 
machine we wanted to "drum up" interest in the 
machine as fast as possible. We had just 
received a British 
QL from a dis- 
mm tributor in Scot- 
k land and we were 
meme scared to death 

wee that we would 
AS "blow it up" by 
using the wrong 
size step up trans- 
former to change 
the voltage from 
220 to 110. 
Remember, there 
* was no such thing 

as a U.S. Power 
Supply at this point in time. 


Some of you may remember buying your first 
QL from us in the summer of 1985. We bought 
them from American Express- Sinclair Re- 
search in Boston had not even started selling 
them to the public yet, much less to dealers. At 
one time we had seven QL’s on our American 
Express card at one time. We did it as a service 
to customers. The price then was $499 just for 
the QL. 


In the Fall of 1985, Sinclair Research set up 
dealers to handle sales of the machine, al- 
though they still continued to sell direct. We 
received our first order from them in November 
of 1985 and sales were booming. Sinclair cut 


the price of the machine to $399 and that really 
seemed to spur sales. It was nice to have a living 
computer to sell again. With the QL monitor 
made by Taxan and the QL printer made by 
Seikosha, both name brand manufacturers, we 
felt that this time Sinclair had finally gotten his 
aci iogeiner. The Boston office wasn't aiways 
the most organized but we reasoned that was 
due to the volume of sales they were doing. 


We were hearing disturbing rumors that Sir 
Clive was spending a lot of money on his 
electric car but we all figured he had plenty to 
spare. 


In the U.S., in late ’85, sales were just starting 
to take off on the QL. The problem was that 
there were not enough dealers interested in the 

machine to ensure its success. Even with 
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Sir Clive sells out to Alan Sugar 


American Express selling QL's- besides us in 
the West, Zebra Systems in New York was the 
only other dealer mentioned in a flyer Sinclair 
included with each machine sold. 


1986 started out as a year full of high hopes. 
We read in British trade journals that Sinclair still 
had the "lion's share" of the personal computer 
market in the U.K. so we all figured he had 
plenty of money to develop new peripherals for 
the QL. 

Unfortunately, as we all now know, this was 
not the case. Sinclair got into deep financial 


trouble primarily because the 1985 Christmas 
season did not materialize as he expected. 
Robert Maxwell, the publishing magnate, was 
going to bail him out, but cancelled at the last 
minute. 


Sinclair Re 
search in Bos-h™ 
ton was offering 
dealers pricing 
on QL’s at what 
seemed like 
closeouf 
prices- in fact 


in April of 
1986 came the 
announcement that Sinclair Research had been 
sold to Amstrad for $7.5 million, a fraction of 
what it was worth only 
a year ago. 


A Plus bought the 
U.S. rights and we 
proceeded with "busi- 
ness as usual." The 
rumors we heard were 
that Amstrad had pur 
chased Sinclair Re 
search because the 
wanted a 68000 
machine so everyone in the States figured 
Amstrad wouid probably beef up the memory 
onthe machine, add a 3.5" disk drive, and make 
it a real force to be reckoned with in the com- 
puter industry. 


INCORPORATING QL USER 


As we all now know, this never happened. 
Amstrad revamped the Spectrum a number of 
times but did absolutely nothing with the QL. 
Because they owned the rights to the machine, 
other companies could not even create clones 
of the QL. CST came out with THOR by using 
existing QL circuit boards. Sandy kept promis- 
ing FUTURA but it never materialized. 


As the price dropped on the QL, more people 
became interested in the machine but the 
damage had already been done. Only 5000 


machines were made for the U.S. market. The 
price bottomed out in the Fall of this year when 
APlus liquidated their stock for $89 a unit. Now, 
the few machines that are left are selling for 
$149 or more. Parts are becoming scarce and 
software is drying up. 


We have said this all along but want to keep 
stressing it with even more emphasis now. if 


now! A Plus sold membranes and chip sets at 
very reasonable prices but now, of course, they 
are completely out. 


For those of you who have had your QL for 
a year or more, you have definitely gotten your 
money's worth out of the machine. For those of 
you who have just bought, if you add disk drives 
and extra memory, make sure you have parts 
or your $500-1 000 investment will set idle in a 
corner due to a dead keyboard or a bad 8301 
chip. — 


In February of 1985 we started publishing the 
QL Report. For the rest of that year we sent it 
out free to anyone who requested a subscrip- 
tion. We wanted to make sure people knew how 
great amachine the QL was. In 1986 we started 
selling yearly subscriptions and at its peak had 
over 600 subscribers. We had interviews with 
various people, ranging from John Tweedy, 
Sales Manager for Talent Computer Systems, 
to Freddy Vaccha, guiding force of Digital 
Precision, to Bob Fingerle, the author of Con- 
cept 3D. Ariicies ranged from SuperBasic 
programs by Marshall Stiles to satellite dish 
receivers for the QL to how to download pic- 
tures from Compuserve using a program by 
Norm Lehfeldt. 


What is the Future of 
the QL? 


This is the question that needs to be asked. 
The QL’s fate lies unfortunately in its numbers. 
Unlike the Timex 1000 or ZX81, where millions 
and millions were manufactured, with the QL it 
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seems realistic to say that only 5000 U.S. 
machines were made. We have a very early 
pre-production U.S. machine with a serial num- 
ber of 1007. The highest number we have ever 
seen is 5999. If this is true, then this is a prob- 
lem. In England and Europe, estimates range 
between 75,000 and 200,000. Out of the 5000 
here, it is a safe bet to say that probably be- 
tween 750 people and 1 000 people own atleast 
two machines. 


Alternatives 


It is our opinion that most QL owners have 
two viable alternatives. The first one is to try and 
stock some spare parts, "baby" the machine to 
a certain extent, and it will probably last 
"forever," which in computer terminology is only 
three to five years anyway. For those of you with 
diskdrives, you will not have to worry about a 
scarcity of microdrive cartridges. We still have 
our original machine which we purchased from 
American Express for $499 and we have never 
had a problem with it. 

The 

chances 

( l Dé are excel- 

, lent that 

before 

. your QL 
dies you 
will want 

t o 

upgrade, 

along the 

same 

lines that 
people did with their 1000's when the 2068 
came out. There really was nothing wrong with 
the 1000- they merely wanted something faster, 
with color, sound, etc. etc. 


The second alternative is to upgrade. And the 
inevitable question is: "To what?" Nice as the 
288 is, it is not in the same league as the QL. 


A good case could be made for purchasing 
an IBM compatible down the road. The Amstrad 
machines that we now sell are an excellent buy. 
For those of you who use your QL for a lot of 
work with the Psion programs, Quill, Abacus, 
Archive and Ease/, these four programs are 
available in an IBM format. We have been run- 
ning our Point of Sale on an Amstrad 1640 since 
July. The invoices will look the same because 
the procedures and everything that we used on 
the QL were transferred to the Amstrad by using 
Discover. All of our databases went over no . 
problem. 


In addition, you. also can transfer your Quilf 
documents, or your spreadsheets and your 
graphic programs. 


A machine like the Amstrad runs at 8 Mhz, 
has 640k and allows you to hook up a 30mb 
hard drive or card. 


if you are worried about having all your data 
stuck on a QL, then maybe this alternative is 
something you should keep in the back of your 
mind. 


ATTENTION QCODE 
USERS 


EEE AORT by Marshall Stiles 


lrecently made a discovery while considering 
the alteration of the terminal code, so | could 
have a carriage return placed in a macro- string 
in QCODE. Hayes compatible modems require 
a CR (carriage return) at the end of each com- 
mand to modem. If you press the ENTER key 
while editing your macrostrings in QCODE, you 
will end your editing session. No CR will be 
placed in your macro. 


Using arather lengthy process, | realized the 
potential for placing the code into that portion 
of the TERMINAL file where the macro data 
resided. During this process, | studied the code 

lists for the modem and the QL and suddenly 
realized | didn't know whether to use character 
code 10 or 13. Since | already know that press- 
ing the ENTER key while editing the macro 
produced undesirable results, | decided to try 
placing a CTRL M (control M) at the end of the 
modem command or other string where a CR 
would be advantages. You see, the QL manual 
states that by holding down the CTRL key and 
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pressing the M key will produce "Enter". This 
happens to be code 13 or CR. The ENTER key 
on the QL actually produces code 10 which is 
only CR to the QL, not the rest of the world. 
Programs dealing with communications with 
other computers will translate the code 10 to a 


code 13, QCODE included. If you try this, you 
will see an underscored M on the macro line. 
QCODE doesn't have to translate it and treats 
it as part of your string. 


Itis amazing how these little things can elude 
you for some time. | hope that you will find this 
information useful! 


And So...... 


We will continue to offer technical support for 
the QL. We still have a lot of software, every- 
thing from utilities to games. For those of you 
who will upgrade in the coming months, we will 
offer as a service the ability to transfer your QL 
Psion files (dbf, doc, grf, and aba files) into or 
onto an IBM disk. We also can take a Quill 
document and put it onto a Macintosh disk in 
ASCII format. Write for current prices on all of 
the above services. 


For those of you who want to purchase an 
IBM compatible, think of buying an Amstrad 
machine. We are an authorized dealer. For 
those of you who continue using your QL, we 
will try and act as a clearinghouse of informa- 
tion. 

We hope all of you have a very Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New Year. The QL 
still will be a viable computer for many of you for 
years to come. Your New Years Resolution 
should definitely be, "Preventive Maintenance!" 

|Remember we still have lots of software. 


Thank you for your support over the last 
almost four years. 


Next month.....enjoy 
your QL. 


